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Introduction

A basic mechanism in embedding sustainability is education. 
Many countries have embarked on education for sustainable 
development through the school systems. Eco-school programs have 
been reported in New Zealand, Britain, Australia and Europe
Where do this process of embedding sustainability through education 
begins in Malaysia?
Collaboration between DoE, Ministry of Education and LESTARI
The Malaysian school statistics show that about 500 thousand pupils 
are leaving the school system after finishing their secondary 
education, and about that number enters the primary level every year. 
This paper will discuss the nature of the current Malaysian school 
initiative for tracking sustainable development. Its focus is on school 
environmental activities other than the curriculum to embed 
sustainability. 



Introduction (cont..)

The gist of the initiative is to develop awareness about sustainability 
to achieve sustainable development among the school pupils who are 
future drivers and stakeholders of Malaysia’s development.  With 
such awareness, development activities in the future will be more 
balanced between the pursuit for fast economic growth, vibrant social 
development and environmental conservation. 
The pupils who have completed their school education are not only 
more informed about sustainable development but have also 
participated to realize the goal. More of them will join the rank in 
subsequent years, spreading the ethics of good human-environment 
relations, and showcase activities in harmony with their environment. 
In time they will be part of the growing civil society responsible to 
people and nature 



THE MALAYSIAN INITIATIVE: 
SUSTAINABLE SCHOOL 
- ENVIRONMENT AWARD

The Award is a holistic and integrated approach in the sense that the 
program acts like an umbrella for all environment related activities 
organized by the schools. All of the environment activities in the 
school are organized into five pillars; they are the school curriculum, 
co-curriculum, the school’s administering of environmental issues, 
greening programs and special ecological project(s). Each pillar 
comprises several criteria
The competition is open to all 10,000 primary and secondary schools 
in the country. The primary schools are grouped into the primary 
school pool and likewise the secondary schools in the secondary 
school pool. 
Any school entering the Award has to submit a 50 page- ‘school brief’ 
highlighting activities in all four pillars including activities with the 
parent- teacher associations.



The Evaluation Process for the Award

The evaluation process was conducted by an independent panel of 
evaluators.
These evaluators were appointed by the Department of Environment 
(DoE) Malaysia from volunteers with diverse affiliations, academic 
backgrounds and interests in aspects of the environment
Each evaluators is to give his own score but at the end of the day 
group leader is to submit one consensus mark for each school 
evaluated to the secretariat at the Department of Environment. Each 
evaluator is to give a score within the range of 1, being the lowest to 5 
the highest.
The process of evaluation is divided by two parts – documents (40%) 
and field visit (60%)



The Evaluation Process for the Award 
(cont..)

The evaluation of schools for the Environment Award was conducted 
at two levels. The first level assessment of school was conducted at 
the State level (for all 14 States in Malaysia). The second level at the 
national level.
For the purpose of these paper only three pillars of the sustainable 
school, namely the school management of the environment, greening 
of the school and co-curriculum activities is discussed.



COMPONENTS CRITERIA NO OF SUB- 
CRITERIA

Management •

 

School Vision/Missions
•

 

Sustainable School Organization
•

 

Implementation Strategy and Action Plan
•

 

Monitoring System
•

 

Reporting System

47

Co-Curriculum •

 

Club and Association Green Project and Activity  
•

 

Awareness Project or Campaign
•

 

Environmental Information System and Development
•

 

School Networks
•

 

Reporting System

35

Greening of School •

 

Greening Strategy and Action Plan 
•

 

Garden and Landscape Management System
•

 

Garden and Landscape Design
•

 

Greening Implementation Process and Activity 
•

 

Resources Management for Efficiency and Savings
•

 

Enhancement of teachers, students and staff mind-set and practicality 
for environmental conservation.

•

 

Use of environmental friendly products and technology

26

Table 1: The Components, Criteria and Sub-Criteria of School 
Environmental Status



What have the Participating School 
Shown?

To date the Sustainable School-Environment Award has gone into its 
third session. Each session took two years to complete, starting from 
the announcement date by the Department of Environment to the time 
of finalizing the marks for the award ceremony. There has been a 
commendable increase in the number of schools participating in the 
Award from session one to session three.



Figure 1: Number of participating School 
according to Award session

NUMBER OF PARTICIPATED SCHOOL ACCORDING TO SCHOOL 
SESSION
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Figure 2: Comparison of Sustainable 
School- Environment Award participation 
according to State and Session

COMPARISON OF SLAAS PARTICIPATION ACCORDING STATE AND SESSION 
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Embedding Sustainability 

Examples from participated schools.



Management

School Vision

School Missions

School Objectives 



Greenings of the School



 







Reuse    
Reduce  
Recycle 
Repair   
Repaint 
Rethink 
Reject   
Replace  

Environmental Information Corner



Education Station for climate

Co-curriculum

Composting



Handycraft from 
Recycle 







Concluding Remarks 

It is a little early to start drawing conclusions from the Sustainable 
School –Environment Award project as an effective way to embed 
sustainability. From the observations presented the initiative has 
generated excitement among schools nationwide to participate in the 
Award. 
Schools all over the country are improving and upgrading various
aspects of the four sustainability pillars that are emphasized in the 
Award. More importantly, the schools are integrating all aspects of the 
pillars in their teaching programs. The students are the prime movers 
of these activities with the teachers playing a supervisory role. 
About 1.5 million young people have left schools since the 
Sustainable School-Environment Award appeared in the Malaysian 
school landscape. These young people have at least been made 
aware of the need to look after the environment which is undergoing 
constant assaults from unethical developers pursuing growth.
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