

Forum #4 – 15 September 2006

Governance and Sustainability

Landcare East Tamaki Campus, 261 Morrin Road, Glen Innes,
 9:00 to 11:00am
How can we link National, Regional and Local Sustainability Governance?

Speakers:
Viv Heslop, practitioner and researcher, doctoral studies through School of Planning, University of Auckland,.

Lesley Jenkins, North Shore City Council Strategic Development Manager and representative on the START Steering group co-convenor of the Built Environment Theme group.
Key Questions:

· What are the roles of national, regional and local governance in sustainability?

· How can we include 100-year timeframes in political agendas?

· How can systems thinking be included in regulatory frameworks?

· How can we communicate the many facets of sustainability to the populace to get informed participation by all?

· In reality are governance issues ultimately decided on a financial basis? 

Whiteboard Notes (in no particular order):

· Importance of Intra- and Inter-organisational communications and understanding.
· Need for a “common language” between all disciplines.

· Need to acknowledge that the working environment of central vs local government are quite different.

· Need for national strategies to give direction for the country,

· Although often it is the cities that lead change rather than at the country level.

· Need multi-party consensus at a stakeholder level for long-term issues (to get outside the 3-year political cycles).

· Missing link in community knowledge for them to actively participate.

· Often OK with theory, but lacking the HOW, what do I do?

· Need to share data and information

· We know the answer is sustainability, but what are the questions? Central govt. to pose and Regional/Local Councils to answer with tasks and something for community boards to do.

· Community boards are an underused resource.

· Need for public-private partnerships.
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