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Kupu Whakataki Introduction

 Ko wai

 Cultural Significance of water and a functioning eco-
system

 Historical Connection to existing (and lost) waterways

 Aspirations for future management of urban water

 Tirohanga whakamua forward vision



Ngāti Toa Rangatira
 Origins

 Tainui, Kawhia

 Hoturoa

 Toa Rangatira

 Te Rauparaha

 Heke South
 Heke Tahutahu ahi

 Heke Tātaramoa

 Heke Mai Raro

Part 1Te Rohe o Ngāti Toa Rangatira



Te Rūnanga o Toa Rangatira Inc

• Mandated Iwi Organisation (MIO)

• Vision

– To promote the mana of Ngāti Toa Rangatira by 
enhancing the social, economic, educational, 
cultural and spiritual development of all 
whānau members, in an open and responsive 
manner, by enabling them opportunities to 
attain their full potential for the benefit of the 
Iwi and the community
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Ko wai relationship to water

 Ngāti Toa Rangatira perspective

 Iwi/hapū specific

 “In Māori culture, many tribes directly or indirectly 
consider water as the source or foundation of all life. This 
is reflected in traditions which speak of te taha wairua, 
often translated as ‘the spiritual plane (of existence). 

• Charles Royal

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/video/7405/water-as-the-source-of-life

http://www.teara.govt.nz/en/video/7405/water-as-the-source-of-life


POUTIAKI INSTRUMENT

• The Poutiaki plan acknowledges Ngati Toa as kaitiaki over the 

coastal marine area of:

• Cook Strait

• Te Awarua o Porirua Harbour

• Te Whanganui/Port Underwood, and 

• Te Hoiere/Pelorus Sound (including Kenepuru Sound, 

Mahau Sound and Tennyson Inlet). 

• The Crown will support Ngati Toa in developing a statutory plan 

setting out Ngati Toa values for the area.

• Councils will have a statutory duty to consider the plan when 

developing their plans and policy statements. 

• Establishment of the Cook Strait Forum
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Nō wai historic significance

 To Ngāti Toa (and to Māori generally) water is a taonga – ‘he taonga te
wai’.  Our ancestors referred to freshwater as the ‘lubricant of life’, and 
they maintained a strong reliance on the moana for their physical and 
spiritual sustenance.  The on-going importance of the connection 
between Tangata Whenua and the coastal environment is recognised 
by the New Zealand Coastal Policy Statement 2010, particularly the 
value placed on maintaining mauri.  Any practises that affect ecological 
health, thereby defiling the mauri and the mana of the sea and prevent 
fishing or gathering of seafood are considered abhorrent.  

 Ngāti Toa personifies the sea, and marine life as ancestors.  
Contaminating the sea is tantamount to contaminating our ancestors 
and ourselves.  Water bodies and connected systems are highly valued 
as taonga by Māori and have particular importance to Ngāti Toa.

http://www.ngatitoa.iwi.nz/ngati-toa-kaumatua-interviews-te-awarua-o-porirua-3/

http://www.ngatitoa.iwi.nz/ngati-toa-kaumatua-interviews-te-awarua-o-porirua-3/


Nō wai historic significance
 Cultural, spiritual, and economic health

 Interdependant

 Relevant to today



Tirohanga Whakamua Vision ahead

 Kaitiaki

 Obligations

 Mauri

 Participation

 Ecological health

 Wāhi tapu/sites of significance

 Customary practises


