
Implementation of Infrastructure 
and Strategies to Support a 

Water Sensitive Wellington



Water Sensitivity in 
Wellington Context
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Recap on Key Drivers for Change

• Environmental degradation

• Cultural significance of waterways 

• Social awareness and increasing appreciation of urban ecology 

and landscape

• Regulatory context

• NPS Freshwater management

• GWRC Regional Plan



Recap on Key Drivers for Change

• Resilience to future uncertainties

• Natural Disasters

• Climate Change

• Socio-economic change





Water Sensitive Wellington for…..



Transition to a Water Sensitive 
Wellington

• Governance – Policy framework to support meaningful and 

realistic transition

• Institutional capacity – Fundamental to support governance 

and ensure successful implementation

• Community support – integrated infrastructure to deliver 

multiple benefits

• Multi disciplined technical expertise and guidance

• Strategic planning and foresight



Importance of Regional 
Diversity

Important to understand 

both the regional diversity 

in terms of “water” and 

synergies for spatial 

planning and infrastructure 



Importance of Regional 
Diversity

Wellington

Hutt Valley



Importance of Regional 
Diversity

Porirua

Kapiti



Engineering tools

Planning tools



Planning tools



Strategic and coordinated 
response



Challenges along pathway



Vision of a Water Sensitive 
Wellington


